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Regular Events 

Gnostic Holy Eucharist 
High Mass with Homily, Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall, Celebrant 
Every Sunday 11 AM   
 
Our real nature is divine. Because we are divine, we have infinite 
strength and wisdom at our command, provided we can free 
ourselves of the obstacles in our personality, which stand in the 
way of our conscious union with the indwelling God. 
 
The Holy Eucharist [or Mass] is so designed that it may remove the 
barriers separating the human and divine natures in ourselves. The 
Queen of Heaven Gnostic Church of the Ecclesia Gnostica invites 
all who seek this mystic union, to partake of the Eucharist, and of 
the other mysteries [sacraments] which it administers. No barrier 
of creed, race, or status is erected around the altar of the Gnosis. 
Please join us for this traditional and inspiring service. 
 
Monthly Sophia Service  
Devotion to Our Lady Sophia  
This devotional service, unique to our rite, is a singularly meaningful and 
mystical experience dedicated to the Divine Feminine. The service 
includes the blessing of the rose, and culminates in the Litany of Love, in 
which love is sent forth to all, both the seen and unseen. (See schedule 
for details.) 

 

UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE, ALL EVENTS THIS QUARTER WILL 
TAKE PLACE AT THE CHURCH ADDRESS 

WATCH EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Queen.of.Heaven.Church.Portland@gmail.com 
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A Homily for the second Sunday 
after Trinity 

God as Light 

Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 

The second Sunday after Trinity is attributed to 
the intent of God as Light in our Gnostic 
lectionary. Throughout all ages, holy people and 
mystics of all faiths have attributed God to four 
qualities: Light, Love, Liberty and Life. Though 
this Sunday focuses on God as Light, the 
Ultimate Unity cannot be entirely separated 
from the other qualities, so light itself has 
qualities associated with Love, Liberty and Life 
as well. As this feast day occurs near the time of 
Summer Solstice, the longest day of the year, it 
represents the greatest increase of the light in the 
outer world, as well as an opportunity for us to 
become more conscious of the increase of the 
light within our own hearts. Summer Solstice 
throughout the world is often marked and 
celebrated with the lighting of fires upon the 
summits of the highest hilltops in the region. 
Heights have always signified nearness to God, 
therefore the lights upon the high hills aptly 
symbolize God as Light. 

In the prayers of the Gnostics, God is often 
referred to as the “Light in which darkness 
dwells not.” This address is primarily used to 
distinguish the God of the Gnostics, from the 
Old Testament God of the Hebrews in which 
blessings and curses, the good and the evil 
tendencies of their god, were mixed. Also, it 
distinguishes the God experienced by the 
Gnostics from the radical dualism of the 
Zoroastrians.  So, we hear in the lesson taken 
from the First Epistle of St John, “This then is 
the message which we have heard of Him and 
declare unto you, that God is Light, and in Him 
is no darkness at all.” The position of the 
Gnostics might be classified as a modified 
dualism, wherein the ultimate unity of the 

Godhead abides in a state entirely transcendent 
to the realms of dualities and oppositions 
marked by the polarities of light and darkness, 
good and evil, love and wrath, etc. So, God is 
experienced by the Gnostics as a light in which 
there is no darkness at all, since it is a light 
transcendent to the duality of light and darkness, 
where there is nothing that is not light, and no 
shadow can exist. So therefore, the Love is a 
fellowship in which there is no envy or wrath, 
the Liberty is a freedom in which there is no 
limitation, and the Life is a spirit in which there 
is no death. 

The First Epistle of St. John makes a correlation 
between this fruition of the unitive vision of God 
as Light and the love that one manifests in one’s 
relations with one’s fellow beings.  

“If we say that we have fellowship with 
Him (God) and walk in darkness we lie, 
and do not the truth. But if we walk in 
the light, as He (God) is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another. He 
that saith he is in the light and hateth his 
brother is in darkness even until now. 
He that loveth his brother abideth in the 
light and there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him. 
 

If looked at from a Jungian, which is certainly 
also a Gnostic point of view, the elimination of 
our hatred toward others must follow a 
reconciliation of the shadow archetype within 
ourselves. This is not accomplished on the level 
of the opposition itself, but from a level 
transcendent to the conflict, which Jung called 
the “transcendent function.” As long as we are 
enmeshed in the realm of the psyche where light 
and shadow, good and evil continually war 
against each other, we automatically and 
unconsciously project our own shadow and evil 
tendencies upon other individuals, ethnic groups, 
and even entire nations. As St John states, we 
are “in darkness even until now.” Yet, if we 
manifest in our lives the unitive vision of God as 



Light, then we walk in the Light; we have a 
fellowship of love with God as Light and also 
such a fellowship with one another. Only by 
exercising the transcendent function, the 
connection with the supernal light within us, can 
we show forth the Light and become that one of 
which St. John states, “He that loveth his brother 
abideth in the light and there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him.” 

The Tibetan Book of the Dead describes the 
Clear Light as perceived by the soul directly 
after death. People who have had near death 
experiences also report the vision of such a light. 
Yet the Gnostics tell us, again and again, that 
this essential insight and vision must be 
achieved while still in the world, while yet in the 
body, for the soul to have ultimate union with 
the Light. This transcendent vision of unity 
cannot be brought forth by mere contemplation 
or discussion, or approached at the level of 
ordinary consciousness to have it manifest in 
one’s awareness. Certain insights of a 
transcendental nature, as well as changes in 
consciousness, awareness, and interior 
orientation must occur through experience of 
mysteries, elevated states of consciousness, and 
spiritual practices before such a vision, union 
and recognition can be forthcoming. The 
Buddha describes this transcendent change in 
perception and orientation thus: 

“Do not complain and cry and pray, but 
open your eyes and see; for the truth, the 
light is all around you all the time, and it 
is so wonderful, so beautiful, so far 
beyond what any one has ever dreamt of 
or prayed for, and it is forever and 
ever.” 

One might be tempted to think that such a 
simple description of seeing the Light might 
reveal an easy way to enlightenment and Gnosis, 
but most often in spiritual matters, the simplest 
thing is the most difficult to achieve. Simple 

does not mean that such insights are easily 
available to all, or that preliminary actions and 
personal strivings and struggles are not 
necessary along the way. It is only at the end of 
a journey involving mysteries, prayers, and 
internalization of metaphors of psycho-spiritual 
transformation, that we can simply open our 
spiritual eyes and see the Light all around us. 
The 22nd logion of the Gospel of Thomas puts 
quite plainly in metaphor what must precede this 
vision of God as Light. 

“Jesus said to them: When you make the 
two one, and when you make the inner 
as the outer and the outer as the inner 
and the above as the below, and when 
you make the male and the female into a 
single one, so that the male will not be 
male and the female not be female, 
when you make eyes in the place of an 
eye, and a hand in the place of a hand, 
and a foot in the place of a foot, and an 
image in the place of an image then 
shall you enter the Kingdom.” 

Not until we have eyes in the place of an eye 
does the interior vision open to our seeing of the 
Light of the Kingdom that is all around us and 
within us. 

The reading from the Gospel of Philip 
emphasizes the role of the mysteries, or 
sacraments, which enact through ritual the 
metaphors necessary for such vision to occur; in 
this instance, the water of the mystery of 
Baptism and the anointing of the mystery of 
Chrism. 

“None shall be able to see himself either 
in water or in a mirror without light. Nor 
again wilt thou be able to see in light 
without water or mirror. Because of this 
it is fitting to baptize in two, in light and 
water. But the light is the anointing.” 

The oil of the Chrism is associated with fire and 
light, as oil is the primary fuel for the lamp that 
provided light at night. The lighting of that lamp 



within ourselves is what our Hermetic brothers 
and sisters referred to as the Eternal Lamp of the 
Hidden Mysteries. In the Acts of John, the 
Logos exclaims, “I am a lamp to thee who seest 
me; I am a mirror to thee who understandeth 
me.” This passage, as well as that from the 
Gospel of Philip, emphasizes the vision of one’s 
higher and divine Self, as of light reflected in a 
pool of water. It metaphorically expresses, as 
well, the dynamic and creative coming together 
of the opposites of fire (light) and water 
(mirror), again reiterating the metaphor of 
making the two one. Yet it also expresses the 
very necessity of some form of sacramental 
ritual for receiving any mystery, as it were, a 
mirror of the Divine action. Some enacting of 
the metaphor must take place on the plane of 
action to reflect the light of an alternative reality 
and to allow vision of the transcendent unity. 
Also, we require a cleansing and stilling of the 
water of the mirrormere, the reflecting pool, 
within ourselves, which requires the aid of 
communication with the higher and divine Self 
to accomplish. 

Such vision and contact with one’s interior light 
and the image of one’s higher Self is not always 
easy to bear. Such experiences can bring about 
exceedingly troubling reactions of guilt, shame, 
unworthiness, anxiety, fear and grief. As implied 
by this description of the image of the Light 
from the Gospel of Thomas: 

“Jesus said: The images are manifest to 
man and the Light which is within them 
is hidden in the Image of the Light of 
the Father. He will manifest himself and 
His Image is concealed by His Light. 
Jesus said: When you see your likeness, 
you rejoice. But when you see your 
images which came into existence 
before you, which neither die nor are 
manifested, how much will you bear!” 

The initial recognition of this mysterious being 
of light, which is uncontaminated by the duality 

of the lower worlds and is the spirit of Life in 
which there is no death, can be troubling, yet 
this is the one to whom one is united in the 
mystery of the Bridechamber, wherein the world 
of the opposites is transcended and the unity of 
God as Light is revealed. As further delineated 
in the Gospel of Philip: 

“A bridalchamber is not for the beasts, 
nor for the slaves, nor for the women 
defiled; but it is for the freemen and 
virgins. Through the Holy Spirit we are 
indeed born, but we are born again 
through Christ. In the two we are 
anointed through the Spirit, and when 
we have been born we are united.” 

This portion of the reading from the Gospel of 
Philip describes various subtle metaphors 
concerning the Gnostic mysteries (sacraments). 
The Holy Spirit refers to the mystery of Baptism 
and our spiritual birth from water, whereas 
Christ, which means “the anointed”, refers to the 
mystery of the Chrism, which means “the 
anointing”, and by which we experience a 
second birth: so a spiritual rebirth takes place. In 
both the mystery of Baptism and that of Chrism 
we are anointed through the Spirit, that 
mysterious being of light who is our authentic 
Self reflected by the agency of light and water. 
The beginning of this passage intimates the role 
of the divine quality of Liberty, of freedom, as a 
precondition for the ultimate mystery of the 
Bridalchamber. The Gospel of Philip uses the 
images of beasts, slaves, free men and virgins 
metaphorically, as distinguishing those who are 
captured in the dualities of the material (hyletic) 
world from those who have transcended it, as 
well as distinguishing those who are trapped in 
the dualities of the psychological (psychic) 
world from those who have freed themselves 
from those limitations as well. A virgin 
represents a woman who, on these lower 
manfestations of consciousness (the hyletic and 
psychic), is not bound to any man or the social 
contracts attendant upon such bonds, and so with 



a free man also. Until we have freed ourselves of 
both the material and the psychological snares of 
the archons by a renunciation of their works and 
a rebirth in the Spirit through the mystery of the 
Redemption, we cannot enter the Bridechamber. 
The union of the Bridechamber is something 
entirely transcendent to the consummation of 
marriages in the world, of an entirely different 
character than the marriages of the Middle Ages 
and before, where women were no more than 
property for families to buy and sell in forming 
political and economic alliances. 

Virgins and Freemen are those who have 
released their attachment to the material and 
psychological worlds, who have become 
pneumatics. For the Valentinian Gnostics 
pneumatics are not necessarily celibates and 
ascetics, but they have experienced a spiritual 
union that so much transcends in beauty and 
wonder the joys of the material and 
psychological worlds of duality, that they are no 
longer held captive by these lower realms. They 
are free — free even while in the flesh. Another 
passage from the Gospel of Philip even more 
clearly describes the Liberty and freedom, the 
uniting in the Bridechamber of the Light, in the 
mystical vision and union of Gnosis. 

“Those who are separated will be united 
and filled. Everyone who will enter the 
bridal chamber will kindle the light, for 
it burns just as in the marriages which 
are observed, though they happen at 
night. That fire burns only at night and 
is put out. But the mysteries of this 
marriage are perfected rather in the day 
and the light. He who will receive that 
light will not be seen, nor can he be 
detained. And none shall be able to 
torment a person like this even while he 
dwells in the world. And again when he 
leaves the world he has already received 
the truth in the images. The world has 
become the aeon, for the aeon is the 
fullness for him. This is the way it is: it 
is revealed to him alone, not hidden in 

the darkness and the night, but hidden in 
a perfect day and a holy light.” 



 

 

Calendar of events 
Summer 2023 
 
MAY 
 
SUNDAY, May 7, 2023 11am 
4th Sunday after Easter 
Intent: Divine Aid toward Liberation 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
SUNDAY, May 7, 2023 2:30 pm 
Sophia Service 
A Devotion to our Lady Sophia 
Officiant: Quinton 
 
SUNDAY, May 14, 2023 10:15am 
The Gnostic Holy Rosary 
A pre-eucharistic recitation and singing of 
the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia Rosary 
 
SUNDAY, May 14, 2023 11am 
5th Sunday after Easter 
Intent: The Human Potential for Liberation 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
SUNDAY, May 21, 2023 11am 
Ascension Sunday 
Intent: Return to the Light 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
Ascension Sunday commemorates the 
culminating event in the story of Jesus – his 
ascent into the Pleroma. This event 
symbolizes the promise of our own return to 
the light as well. Gnostic sources tell us that 
the most potent mysteries and teachings of 
the Savior were transmitted not only after 
the Resurrection but after the Ascension and 
before the final leave-taking. On this day we 
extinguish the Paschal candle to remind us 
that the light to which we aspire is a light 
beyond this world, unto which we may go 
when we too ascend on high.  
 
SUNDAY, May 28, 2023 11am 
Pentecost Sunday 
Coming of the Holy Spirit 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
Pentecost is a traditional date for 
Confirmation, which is the Sacrament of 
Holy Chrism. See special events flyer for 
details. 
 
 

JUNE 
 
SUNDAY, June 4, 2023 11:00 am 
Trinity Sunday 
Devotion to the Triune Deity 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
SUNDAY, June 4, 2023 2:30 pm 
Sophia Service 
A Devotion to our Lady Sophia 
Officiant: Quinton 
 
SUNDAY, June 11, 2022 11:00am 
Antecommunion Service 
1st Sunday after Trinity 
The Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit 
Celebrant: Rev. Quinton 
 
SUNDAY, June 18, 2023 10:15am 
The Gnostic Holy Rosary 
A pre-eucharistic recitation and singing of 
the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia Rosary 
 
SUNDAY, June 18, 2023 11:00 am 
2nd Sunday after Trinity 
God as Light 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
SUNDAY, June 25, 2023 11am 
3rd Sunday after Trinity 

God as Ruler of The Angels 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
 
JULY 
 
SUNDAY, July 2, 2023 11am 
4th Sunday after Trinity 

God as Love 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
SUNDAY, July 2, 2023 2:30 pm 
Sophia Service 
A Devotion to our Lady Sophia 
Officiant: Quinton 
 
SUNDAY, July 9, 2023 11:00 am 
5th Sunday after Trinity 
Intent: God as Peace 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall. 
  
SUNDAY, July 16, 2023 10:15am 
The Gnostic Holy Rosary 
A pre-eucharistic recitation and singing of 
the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia Rosary 
 



 

 

SUNDAY, July 16, 2023 11:00 am 
6th Sunday after Trinity 
Intent: Steadfast Dedication 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall. 
 
SUNDAY, July 23, 2023 11:00 am 
7th Sunday after Trinity 
Purity as a Condition for Union with God 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall. 
 
SUNDAY, July 23, 2023 2:30 pm 
Magdalene Sunday 
Vespers of Sophia and Magdalen 
Intent: The Consort of the Logos 
Officiant: Rev. Quinton 
 

 
 
This special service celebrates the Feast of 
the Holy Mary of Magdala. Gnostics have 
esteemed Mary Magdalen above all other 
disciples, as the embodiment of Sophia and 
the beloved Consort of Christ.  
 
SUNDAY, July 30, 2023 11:00 am 
8th Sunday after Trinity 
Wisdom 
Celebrant: Rt. Rev. Steven Marshall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: 
 
Continuing from last quarter of this year we 
have scheduled several Sunday afternoon 
and morning services: a Vespers of Sophia 
and Magdalen with Healing Service, and the 
Ante-communion Service, also called in the 
Orthodox Church the Liturgy of the Pre-
sanctified Gifts, for Quinton to further his 
training and experience in preparation for his 
advancement to the Priesthood. Thank you, 
Quinton, for your dedication and service to 
the Gnosis. See Calendar for specific dates 
and time. 
 
We have two in-person, monthly, Sunday 
services added to our weekly scheduled 
services for this quarter: the Devotion to Our 
Lady Sophia with the Blessing of the Rose 
and a call and response recitation and 
singing of the Gnostic Holy Rosary/Sophia 
Rosary, All are invited to attend these 
services in honor of the Divine Feminine. 
See Calendar for specific dates and time. 
 

 
For more information please visit the 
Gnostic Archives: www.gnosis.org 
 
Queen of Heaven Website 
www.gnosticchurchportland.org 

 
 

http://www.gnosis.org/
http://www.gnosticchurchportland.org/


Pentecost Sunday 

May 28, 2023 

Holy Gnostic Eucharist at 11 am 

At Pentecost we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and 
into communion with all Gnostics, as the Source of Wisdom, the Sanctifier and 
Comforter, and our Celestial Mother and Consoler. Gnostics have always 
recognized the Holy Spirit as a feminine power of the Holy Trinity.  

Confirmation also called the sacrament of Holy Chrism will be administered to 
those who have requested it and prepared themselves to receive it. 

 (Call Father Steven at 503-233-0854 for requirements.) 

 

  



Church News 

This year we observed Holy Week with a small complement of clergy. Father Steven conducted 
the rituals of each night, assisted by Quinton. Katya from Berkeley California joined us this year. 
Many thanks to her for helping with the set up and preparations for Holy Week and her cleaning 
of the church spaces. Thanks go to all those who contributed to the success of the Three Holy 
Days preceding Easter Sunday. The people in attendance greatly enhanced the inspiration 
brought forth with each service. 

On Easter Sunday, we celebrated a glorious Resurrection of the Light with an Easter Mass and 
social event following. Thank you, Katya, for playing the Easter Bunny and providing us with 
such a wonderful Easter party with Easter eggs full of treasure and a splendid feast. A fabulous 
time was had by all in attendance. 

On Sunday, April 23, Father Ali visited the Gnostic center in Hollywood and celebrated with 
powerful grace and beauty the second anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. 
Congratulations to him on this milestone. Blessings on his mission to set up an altar and start a 
parish in Nashville and on his continued growth in service to the Gnosis. 

Note:  The Queen of Heaven Gnostic Church is the Portland parish of the Ecclesia Gnostica, a 
Christian Gnostic Sacramental Church with its headquarters based in Los Angeles, California. 
As a sacramental, liturgical church, we employ chant, candles, incense, bells, vestments, and 
other accoutrements for the purpose of elevating consciousness out of the ordinary. The 
structure and content of our liturgies are age old and inspired by the practices and metaphorical 
writings of the early Gnostics of the 1st through 4th centuries. 

We continue an established and recognized, apostolic tradition without moralizing judgments or 
dogmatic statements of belief in a setting that fosters mystical inquiry and spiritual 
understanding. We retain the early gnostic practice of ordaining women on an equal basis with 
men and revere the feminine aspect of Deity in the fashion of our Gnostic forebears.  

For more information please visit the Gnostic Archives: “gnosis.org” 
And the Queen of Heaven homepage at: “gnosticchurchportland.org” 
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